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WILLIAM ALEXANDER (BILL) BLAIKIE
– AMONGST 7 MANITOBANS APPOINTED TO
THE ORDER OF CANADA –
Submitted by Deborah Goodfellow

The Order of Canada is the second highest honour for merit in the system of orders, decorations,

and medals of Canada, after the Order of Merit. The Order was established in 1967 to coincide with

the centennial of Canadian Confederation; recognizing the outstanding merit or distinguished service
of Canadians who make a major differ-

ence to Canada through lifelong contribu-

tions in every field of endeavor, as well as
the efforts by non-Canadians who have

made the world better by their actions.

The Honourable
William Alexander Blaikie, P.C., O.C.

Membership is awarded to those who exemplify the order’s Latin motto,

desiderantes meliorem patriam, meaning “they desire a better country”,
a phrase taken from Hebrews 11:16: But the truth is that they were

yearning for and aspiring to a better and more desirable country,

that is, a heavenly [one].
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rooms and high traffic areas between patients. We have spaced out seating in

both the waiting and dispensing areas to

Beyond 2020

Submitted by Transcona Optical

The year 2020 in optometry, was

supposed to be the year of the eye

exam. However, it didn’t take long to re-

alize that our excitement for the year

That being said, the team at

Transcona Optical remains focused on

us, emergence of developing vaccines

We have cut down on both the number

our economy would be an understate-

of normalcy in the year ahead.

ment. It has pushed society to the verge
of breaking on all fronts and continues to
test our resolve in fighting back.

These last few weeks have been

particularly difficult as the holiday sea-

son has come and gone. It saw us cel-

can give us hope of restoring some form
Since day one of our seven-week

of doctors and patients allowed in the

building at any given time. Lastly our

doctors and staff are all equipped with

Throughout all of this, we have stayed at

all in place to help do our part in prevent-

and federal government.

“new normal” will look like in the

group began preparing for what things

would look like at the time of our re-open.

the front of guidelines and recommenda-

coming together.

cleaning regimen to equipment, exam
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your front door at no additional charge.

personal protective equipment (PPE) to

tions put in place by both the provincial

at a time that we are accustomed to

will gladly ship contact lens orders to

closure back in March of 2020, we as a

ebrating in different ways, in smaller
numbers and distanced further apart; all

as check in and frame selection. We

offer contactless pick-up behind the

building to avoid unnecessary entry and

gerly try to put the trials of 2020 behind

had a dramatic impact on healthcare and

barriers have been placed in areas such

continuing to provide exceptional patient

care in a safe environment. As we ea-

ahead would soon be met with its share

of challenges. To say that COVID-19 has

ensure proper distancing. Plastic acrylic

The office has implemented rigorous
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protect both ourselves and patients.

These implemented safety measures are

ing the spread of COVID-19.

It is impossible to know what our

months ahead, but we will approach
Continued on page 22
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Happy New Year and Best Wishes for 2021

Sheilagh Ball • Carrie Ozarko
No appointment necessary,
please call 204-222-7771 for hours of operation

112 Regent Ave. West
Transcona Views and Advertiser
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businesses have quickly learned to sell

“Always look on the bright side of life”
By Transcona Salon Spa

It’s been hard to see any bright side

on nothing and enjoy the free time. To

of the Covid-19 pandemic. I suspect, like

seize this first opportunity though, re-ar-

of what the crisis gives us. There are not

just during the crisis, but also after it. This

me, you’ve had your world turned upside

down. Let’s not forget to make the best
only threats, but also opportunities. Gen-

eral opportunities that are available for
most people.

ranging how we spend our time and re-

serving time for nothingness is key. Not
is something that I am challenged at

doing, but working on it.

Opportunity 2: Reflect The fact

Opportunity 1: More time In

that the coronavirus disrupts our day-to-

thing we had. We had stacked our week

do, how we do it and why we do it. This

today’s overheated schedules, time
seems the most valuable and sparse

with work, social gatherings and enter-

day lives, provides an opportunity to reflect on things and to reconsider what we

is a great opportunity to rethink our

tainment such as going to the theatre,

habits and routines and make changes.

Suddenly, all of that is cancelled or

to keep also after the crisis. We’re learn-

birthdays,

cinema,

restaurant,

bar,

sports, gym, music, festivals, concerts.

closed, giving us loads of amount of
extra time. And still, life goes on. This

shows us how easy it is to clear our cal-

endars. This doesn’t apply to the healthcare or other crucial sectors, but beyond

those it applies to a large majority of us.
The opportunity is…. that we can spend

this time on other things or even better,

The virus forces you to make changes to

our daily life that you might actually want
ing what matters most: health, family,

and friends. And who the real heroes

are. Not the celebrities but the health

care workers, grocery clerks, and all

those on the front lines.

Opportunity 3: Innovation Covid-

19 leads to remarkable innovations. Not
being allowed to open business doors,

Mask up everyone! We’re going to Rock
January like it was December!
Thank you for all the support!
We look forward to serving you in the New Year!

“Gift Cards” Available!
Use it for services or products.
Contact us for Curb side pick-up 204-222-8266

Transcona Salon Spa Team wishes everyone a
Healthy Happy New Year!

Transcona Salon Spa
14-1783 Plessis Road Next to Subway
204-222-8266 transconahair.com

Transcona’s Full Service Licensed and Certified Professionals

Transcona Views and Advertiser
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on line, curb side sales, local hand sani-

tizer and schools suddenly do much of
the teaching online. This brings the op-

portunity to create innovations that may
be maintained after the crisis. And it also
can help to keep the current innovation
mode afterwards.

Opportunity 4: Meetings The cur-

rent crisis has forced us to rethink how

we deal with meetings, they still take

place (Zoom) but they are mostly virtual

and shorter. Also as social groups -

gatherings, visiting family virtually.

Opportunity 5: Reconnect Chal-

lenging times offer a great opportunity for
social bonding and other ways of con-

necting to and helping people. Call –

facetime - write a letter to a friend, or a

client, an uncle and aunt. Of course, not
being able to visit friends or family has
increased isolation and loneliness in

many cases. But the feeling of “we’re in

this together” has also triggered interesting ways of connecting and caring.

Opportunity 6: Cleaner environ-

ment This is good news for our planet.

Covid-19 causes a significant reduction

in green house gasses and other air,

water and land polluting outputs and pro-

vides us an opportunity to reconsider our

lives and reorganize it in a way that has
less impact on our planet.

Opportunity 7: Acceptance The

final opportunity that the Covid-19 crisis

offers, is a chance to create awareness,
kindness and acceptance that things

cannot always go as we want them. Be

aware others are dealing with different issues, emotions and challenges. Be kind
and accept that we need each other

more now than ever. Opportunities re-

quire change and acceptance in how we

approach our new world and each other,
If we just keep looking at the brighter

sides of life, the larger the opportunities

and the bigger the chances are of making better changes in our new world. v
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WILLIAM ALEXANDER (BILL) BLAIKIE
– AMONGST 7 MANITOBANS APPOINTED TO
THE ORDER OF CANADA –
Bill Blaikie is amongst the latest

Manitoba recipients named as an officer

of the order for his lifelong contributions

to parliamentary service, for his stead-

fast commitment to progressive change

Continued from page 1

book: The Blaikie Report – An Insider’s

to issues like the first intifada in the West

years as External Affairs Critic (1987-

Africa and the push to free Nelson Man-

Look at Faith and Politics. In three short
1990) he was responsible for responding

Bank and Gaza, apartheid in South
Continued on page 17

and social activism. The recognition

speaks to the character of an extraordi-

nary man whose contributions go far beyond Community; but rather are woven

into the mosaic of Canadian history –

the spirit of humanity – and the soul of

its people.

For the peace of
mind that comes with
quiet, dependable
warmth and energy
efficiency that can save
you money, discover
Comfortmaker®
systems.

He was called to service as a United

Church minister who also served three

decades in the House of Commons, gar-

nering respect from his peers and fellow
MPs – regardless of ideology.

Bill was elected to Parliament in

1979, re-elected eight times, sat across
from eight different Prime Ministers, and

retired from politics in 2008, as the Dean

of the House. He served most notably as

NDP Health Critic during the fight for the

For everyone’s safety
be assured we are practicing
all COVID protocols

Canada Health Act, NDP Trade Critic,

House Leader, Parliamentary Leader,

and Deputy Speaker of the House of

Commons. In 2003, he was sworn in as

a member of the Queen’s Privy Council.

In 2007 he was voted Parliamentarian of

the Year, and received the Solidarity

Annual
Furnace
Service

Award by the National Union of Provin-

cial Government Employees. In 2013 he

was awarded the Distinguished Service

Award by the Canadian Association of
Former Parliamentarians.

In addition to their role of represent-

ing constituents, some members of Par-

liament play additional roles within the

parliamentary system. The exhaustive

list of roles and issues that had an im-

pact throughout not only his riding – but

the world – is exemplified through his

Transcona Views and Advertiser

$

69

00

plus applicable taxes

Includes:
Cleaning, Tune up
& Inspection.

Book now
years pricat last
Limited ti es.
me offer!

204-792-2906
www.comfortec.ca
SERVING TRANSCONA SINCE 2001

Please mention coupon at time of booking. Expiry February 15, 2021
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Transcona Garden Club
Hello 2021 – Nice to see you! This

year like every other year we will dis-

By Domia Derkach

you can check out the new varieties.

Sometimes, the tried and true varieties

your “Pet Plants”.

Maybe you only

have one such plant. Let’s say you

cover some new varieties of plants to

are still the best.

have a special Cacti – we will call him

So, put down the seed catalogues. Later

of years, you might want to call them

for summer and then back again in the

grow. But, before we grow anything let’s

just enjoy the warmer winter weather.

Now we will turn to plants we have

planted or have had them for a number

“Prickles”. In winter, “Prickles” stays in

the house, but moves into the outdoors
house for winter.

Plants help clean the air in rooms –

some plants to consider could be a

Peace Lily or two, Spider plants, Cacti

and many others can make the air in the
room more comfortable. You can also

use your pet plants for constructing a

Fairy Garden or Dish Garden using

smaller types of plants of slow growers.

These Pet Plants do not ask for much,
just a good soil mix and very little water

(do not over-water). Plants take a rest
during winter and grow slowly during this

time (November to March). If you like a

nicely formed plant you can pinch out

some stems.

Potted plants can be

turned around a quarter turn every few

days. Lighting is very important when

growing plants. Every plant need some
light – some more, some less. Always
ask for information about the plant.

Indoor Gardening Tip: Each year

some house plants were brought in for
the winter along with some unwanted

guests (white files, etc.) But, when a pot

of Rosemary and several scented gera-

niums were brought in the mix of plants

there were no more unwanted guests.

Could this be that these plants are pro-

viding some kind of protection – or just
luck?

Oh yes, the seed catalogues – al-

ways a pleasure to look through and

dream a little more until decision time. If

you leave it too long it will be panic time,
so put the catalogue down and go to the
Continued on page 21
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January at the Transcona Museum
Happy New Year and
Welcome to 2021!

COVID-19 Updates (as of December 8,
2020)

The Transcona Museum remains

temporarily closed to the public due to
COVID-19 provincial restrictions. We will

re-open to the public when possible.
Please visit our website or social media

By: Jennifer Maxwell, Assistant Curator
establish a permanently endowed fund

to support our mission: “to preserve and
promote

the

community

spirit

of

Transcona through the sharing of stories

for the benefit of all.” Until March 2021,
the Province of Manitoba will stretch gifts

to this fund. Every $2 given during this
period has the potential to be stretched

by an additional $1, meaning a gift of $2

becomes $3. To help us grow our en-

pages for updated information. Friendly

dowment fund and continue to preserve

call or email and we will schedule an ap-

today.

reminder: if you wish to donate an artifact
or archival item to the museum, please

pointment when possible. Please do not
leave items in the mailbox. Thank you.
Transcona Museum Fund

The Transcona Museum has part-

nered with The Winnipeg Foundation to

Transcona Views and Advertiser

and promote our community’s history,

please consider making a donation
Virtual Small Talks 2021

We are currently planning for a new

year of Virtual Small Talks! These are

free, online and interactive talks with the
museum curators with topics related to
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the community history of Transcona.

Watch our website and social media

pages for updates. In the meantime,

view previously recorded talks on our

website and YouTube channel.
Research Services

The Transcona Museum offers re-

search services as part of the on-going
operations

of

the

museum

and

archives. We work to assist individuals
with their personal, business and/or

scholarly research projects.

In the

past, we have assisted other museums,

community groups, heritage organizations, authors, students, and individuals

who wanted to learn more about

Transcona’s history through our historic

newspapers, photographs, artifact and
Continued on page 13

January 2021
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Transcona Legion Branch # 7
President Dave Roy and the Exec-

utive of the Royal Canadian Legion

Branch #7 would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy
New Year.

The Branch may be closed right

now, but we want to let any of our Vet-

Submitted by Donna Poitras

erans and Members who may need as-

time resident, Bill Blaikie was named as

being checked and someone will get

congratulation to Bill on this honour.

sistance, to please reach out to us by
calling 204 222-9951. Messages are

back to you.

This past November, it was an-

nounced, that one of Transcona’s long-

an Officer of the Order of Canada.

Our Branch would like to extend our

Bill’s recent appointment recognizes his
“lifelong contributions to parliamentary

service, steadfast commitment to pro-

gressive change and social activism”.

The Blaikie Family are longtime res-

idents of Transcona. Many of us know

Bill, as our Member of Parliament (MP)

representing Transcona for many years.
Some of us know him from one our local
Churches. Another place you will have

seen Bill is in our Branch.

Bill is a member of Branch # 7, we

reached out to him, and he has shared
with us some of his family’s history.

The Legion and the military were a

part of the Blaikie family's life. My Grandfather Blaikie served in the Canadian

army in the First World War and my Fa-

ther in the Canadian navy in the Second.

Both were awarded Life Memberships

for service to their respective branches.
My Grandfather was among those who
worked to organize veterans after the

First War into what eventually became

the Royal Canadian Legion.

In 1972, I joined the Legion after five

years in the army reserve, Queen’s Own

Cameron Highlanders, and two years in
army cadets, Cameron Cadets.

Membership in the Legion, and par-

ticipating in so many Decoration Day and

Remembrance Day services, for almost
thirty years as an MP at the three Legion

branches in my constituency helped to

keep me grounded and aware of the perspectives of those in the community who

knew the terrible cost of war first hand,

and knew uniquely the value of peace. I
learned a lot from them.

Transcona Views and Advertiser
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Continued on page 22
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Community
Billboard

date. On food bank days, a used clothing

preciated. A special thanks to all our

9 - 10 am and food is available to food

and efforts to help make our Food

depot is open to the general public from
bank recipients from 10 - 11 am. Food

bank’s

location

is

Suthwyn

Hall,

Transcona Memorial United Church, 209

Transcona Food Bank:

Yale Avenue West.

14th and January 28th. To receive food,

tive would like to thank everyone who

The Food Bank is open January

you must pre-register with Winnipeg Har-

vest at 204-982-3660 on or before the

Friday morning prior to each food bank

volunteers who donated their time

Bank run smoothly.
Transcona

Memorial

United

Church, 209 Yale Ave. Happy New Year!

The Transcona Food Bank Execu-

The TMUC building remains closed, but

supported to our Food Bank this past

nity through ZOOM, YouTube, our web-

year. Your donations of food, clothing

and monetary donations were greatly ap-

TMUC is open for worship and commusite and more. All are welcome!

Worship recordings are posted on

our website https://tmuc.ca Also, you
can search our YouTube Channel

(TransconaMemorial) to see regular ap-

pearances by our famous puppet team,
Esther and Emmett, as well as lots of

music, stories and reflections.

Activities are also listed on the

church website including your invitation
to join the Book Group in discussing The

Day the World Came to Town by Jim

DeFede on January 19 at 7 pm.

Messy Church re-ZOOMs on

January 26 at 6:10 pm to explore the

parable of the Good Samaritan.

If you need more information please

be in touch by email (tmuc@shaw.ca) or
through Facebook (@transconamemorial
unitedchurch). All are Welcome!

St.George’s Anglican Church, 321

Pandora Ave. In keeping with the directives set forth by the Province of Manitoba,

all

in-person

worship

and

gatherings are suspended until further

notice.

Our Sunday virtual services are

available by email or can be located on
our website.

Our website will be updated with

service

and

other

information.

h t t p : / / w w w. s t g e o r g e s a n g l i c a n

transcona.ca All pastoral care requests

can be made by calling the church at

204-222-1942.

Lutheran Church of the Good

Transcona Views and Advertiser
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Shepherd, 401 Kildare Ave W. In-perJanuary 2021

son Worship Services have been suspended until further notice. Pre-recorded

Sunday Worship Service will be up-

loaded and made available Sunday
mornings

10:00

a.m.

online

at

www.lcgstranscona.org. For further updates about Worship Services or church

activities, please contact the church of-

fice at 204-222-0245.
Powermine

International

Min-

istries at 127 Regent Ave E. (beside the
Meat Shop)

continues church meetings online

as soon as it is safe to do so. In the
meantime, we offer services we can do

to do Friendly Telephone Calls if you

would like someone to chat with during

safely!

this time. We will continue to provide In-

mat. We are doing take out meals and

will be resuming using Manitoba Health

The Transcona Council for Seniors

Inc. is operating in a new Covid-19 for-

providing rides to medical appointments.

For a menu please call 204 222-9879.

We are answering inquires and providing
information

for

services

available

throughout the city. We are also willing

come Tax preparations if you have not

had an opportunity to file. Our programs

guidelines of social distancing. Please
call 204 222-9879 and check our website
at transconaseniors.ca. We are posting

activities on our website. Stay well and
keep active!

via Powermine TV on youtube. We con-

January at the Transcona Museum

rience the tangible love and peace of

Continued from page 8

tinue to pray for our community to expe-

God throughout 2021. The church community is holding a 100 days of fasting

and prayer commencing January 2.
Fasting can be one or two meals in the

day as you are led. Any questions can

be submitted via the church’s website:
www.powermine.org

Time 2 Play Early Learning Centre

open in Windsor Park; licensed and

ready for children ages 2-6 years-old.
Our hours of operation are 7:15 am 5:15 pm Monday - Friday. We strive to

provide a warm, nurturing, educational,

diverse and inclusive environment for all

archival collections, and reference materials. When we are able to re-open,

141 Regent Avenue West. The museum

staffing is limited and we are occasion-

search inquiries? Call us at 204-222-

During the pandemic, it is required to

make appointments for research, as

ally offsite, as well as attendance is restricted at the museum. This ensures

that staff can gather associated materials and assist with research while main-

taining our attendance numbers and

pandemic procedures.

is temporarily closed to the public (as of
Nov. 2, 2020). Have questions or re-

0423,

email

at

info@transcona

museum.mb.ca, or visit our website at
www.transconamuseum.mb.ca. Fol-

low us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
Pinterest, and YouTube for regular up-

dates on museum activities. v

We Service:
Snow Blowers
Chain Saws
All makes
of Power
Equipment

tact 204-253-2764 or email time2play-

elc@outlook.ca

Transcona Council
for Seniors
by Colleen Tackaberry,
Transcona Council for

We look forward to a year of new

Transcona Museum is located at

call or email to book your appointment.

children and their families. Please con-

Seniors Resource Coordinator

Hours & Contact Info

201 Regent Ave. W.,
Winnipeg, MB R2C 1R3
Phone: (204) 224-1760

promise and renewed vitality. We will

continue to monitor the health care sit-

uation and will reinstate our programs
Transcona Views and Advertiser

Winnipeg’s No. 1 Saw Shop
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Strong Community Voices Can Stop Health Cuts
By Daniel Blaikie, MP Elmwood-Transcona

It should not take a press conference

for the government to communicate vital
information to the public about health

services in their area, especially during

a pandemic. If it were not for that press

conference, there is a good chance it

would not have been communicated. In

that case, there would be no commit-

ment to reopen the program.

Being outspoken is an essential part

of being an effective community advo-

cate. That’s how community activists,

alongside local New Democrats, were

It is no secret that health services in

that the Community IV program at AC-

power in Manitoba. When it feels like the

gram, unlike the CancerCare site, will only

northeast Winnipeg have taken a serious
beating since the Conservatives came to

CESS Transcona would also be closing.

We heard that the Community IV pro-

able to stop the Doer government from

building a hog plant in Transcona and it’s

how people across northeast Winnipeg,
again with the support of area New De-

mocrats, were able to keep 24/7 access
to healthcare in our community when

people in government are not listening and

be closed temporarily. I was glad to hear this.

Conservatives decided to close the Con-

month when the Conservatives closed the

it would be temporary, after I held a press

determined to make deep cuts, you can’t

don’t care, it can be dispiriting.

That is how many people felt last

CancerCare MB out-patient clinic at Con-

cordia Hospital. It got worse when we

found out only a day before it happened

Unfortunately, the government only

announced the closure, and the fact that
conference with Manitoba NDP Leader

Wab Kinew and MLA’s Nello Altomare

and Matt Wiebe.

cordia ER altogether.

It is true that when a government is

stop everything. I think of the cancelled

expansion to Park Manor and the elimination of the Concordia Home Team.

Nevertheless, while we cannot al-

ways know when community pressure

will succeed, we know that it can.

Getting out in front of the Community

IV program closure forced the government
to say publicly that the closure is only tem-

porary. That commitment, which otherwise

would have been passed over in silence,
was reported by CBC Manitoba, the Win-

nipeg Free Press, CTV Winnipeg and the
local newspaper The Herald.

When the pandemic quiets down, as it

eventually will, I will be there alongside

community members and other area New

Democrats to remind the government of

their promise and hold them to it.

If you want to be part of that effort,

sign up at: danielblaikie.ca/stop_north

Transcona Views and Advertiser
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Sharing a look back at our Community . . .
By: Transcona Museum

Regent Avenue West from Bond Street following a winter storm, ca. the 1950s.
Photograph courtesy of the Transcona Museum and Archives, TH91.57.4

W. Wyatt at the Transcona Golf Club teeing off in
the snow, ca. 1967.

Photograph courtesy of the Transcona Museum and Archives, TH99.38.208.11

P. Duval and A. Forester playing in a snow
fort in Transcona, ca. 1964.
Photograph courtesy of the Transcona Museum and
Archives, TH99.38.42.5

A. Snihur and V. Uhryniuk riding a toboggan together down a
snow hill, ca. 1966.

Photograph courtesy of the Transcona Museum and Archives, TH99.38.193.21

Wishing You and Your Family a Safe and Happy New Year

Transcona Views and Advertiser
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Coming Together as a Community
By Nello Altomare, MLA Transcona

Hope this message finds you and

these restrictions and able to resume our

ory and it is my sincere hope you and

that work in our schools are also experi-

your loved ones well. I know the Holiday

Season was like no other in recent memyour family were able to create some
fond memories.

normal lives.

Our school children and the people

encing a year like no other. Many educators have reached out to my office and

As we are now in the New Year, it is

expressed their frustration with the lack

the COVID-19 virus. I know the restric-

Some school divisions were able to ac-

important that we continue to follow Manitoba Health regulations as it pertains to

tions are difficult, however please know

that by adhering to these guidelines, we

protect the health and safety of our most
vulnerable citizens.
In

our

own

Constituency

of

Transcona, we have child survivors of
cancer that have compromised immune

systems. In our Personal Care Homes

of consistency in the application of the

recommendations from Manitoba Health.
commodate 2M distancing, some were

not. Some school divisions were able to
create remote learning options that were

staffed by teachers whose only job was
to teach remotely, others were not. In

fact, in a large number of our schools, we

have teachers that teach both in-class

and remotely. This double duty is stretch-

and Assisted Living facilities, we have

ing a lot of teachers to the limit as they

will get to the other side of this pandemic

we are putting on teachers is unsustain-

our loved ones that depend on our resolve to curb the spread of the virus. We

and the more we come together as a

community, the sooner we will be free of

have more lessons to prepare and less
time to do it. In the long run, the strain

able and I fear we may lose many to retirement in June 2021.

Please be reminded to support our

local businesses, they are relying on

our patronage more than ever. Our office remains closed, when you need to

contact us, please do so by email,

Nello. Altomare@Yourmanitoba.ca or

by phone, 204 594 2025. We will be

checking messages regularly. v

WRHA Report

By Stacy Boone,
WRHA Community Facilitator
2020 Community Volunteer Income

Tax Program (CVITP) will again be offer-

ing FREE income tax returns. Due to

COVID -19 this program will be a DROPOFF PROGRAM service only.

ACCESS Transcona will be the drop

off site, 845 Regent Ave West. More details to come next month as we move

through COVID-19.

Taxes will be prepared and e-filed for

free for low income earners starting in

March and April 2021.

Happy
New Year

Income guidelines:

If you are single and your total in-

come is $35,000 or less, you can have

your taxes done for FREE.

If you are a married couple and your

total combined family income is $45,000
or less, you can have your taxes done for
FREE.

For more information, please con-

tact Stacy Boone, WRHA Community

Facilitator at sboone@wrha.mb.ca or
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WILLIAM ALEXANDER (BILL) BLAIKIE
– AMONGST 7 MANITOBANS APPOINTED TO THE ORDER OF CANADA –
dela, the peace process in Central America, and the end of the Cold War. The

Continued from page 5

book is an absolute must-read – and

JD HOGGS SAUSAGE CO.

ment to the Order of Canada. Congratu-

Hours: Mon - Thurs 7:30am - 5:00pm, Fri 7:30am - 4:00pm

supports Bill’s well deserved appointlations to you, your wife Brenda – and

your family.

MONDAYS are seniors day get

Bill became Minister of Conserva-

tion as a Member of the Legislative As-

sembly of Manitoba after his retirement

from federal politics. In 2012 he received the Prairie Crocus Award from

Nature Manitoba for creating five new

provincial parks in one year. Also, for

10% OFF

your entire in store purchase

WEDNESDAYS: Hot Garlic Rings from the
smokehouse, 9AM – Noon HAM $1.69/100g
FINE $1.29/100g

his lifetime of dedicated public service

8 CHRISTOPHER ST. (Corner of Christopher St. & Springfield Rd.

awarded honorary Doctorates in Divin-

PH: (204)222-9277

several

years

ago,

Blaikie

was

ity from both the University of Winnipeg

just after it turns into Springfield Road off Redonda)

FAX: (204)667-5945

Check us out at jdhoggs.com

and Victoria University in Toronto. He

is now adjunct professor in theology at
the University of Winnipeg.

The Canadian Encyclopedia defines

Blaikie as a politician who has been in

the thick of things, playing a role in shaping laws as historic as the Canada

Health Act and the Clarity Act, keeping

order and setting a civil tone as deputy

speaker of the House. It was reported

that Blaikie had a way of according respect while eliciting an answer. By voting

him best among them by his fellow MPs,

as the winner of Maclean’s Parliamen-

tarian of the Year award – his peers recognized both what he’s done and what

he reminds them they should be doing.

As Alexa McDonough once wrote about

him “Throughout his impressive career,

Bill Blaikie stood tall among his political

ATTENTION TRANSCONA

WE WANT YOUR NEWS!
ORGANIZATIONS, SCHOOLS & SERVICE GROUPS
The Transcona Views welcomes your articles and notices of coming
events. We invite you to promote yourself to the residents of our community. Ever y month, you have the opportunity to inform your fellow citizens just how, through your activities, you are contributing to the quality
of life in Transcona. Need help publicizing your fundraising efforts? Tell
us about it! Need exposure to attract the public to your carnivals, concerts, dances, dinners or other activities? Just send us the
details! We’re here to help you get the word out!
Editorial Articles & Coming Events of interest to the community may be submitted directly to the Copy
Editor via e-mail – or via postal mail, fax or hand-delivery to Bond Printing Ltd. E-mail Submissions may be
sent as plain text or as an attached document (MSWord only). Submissions On Paper must be typed or printed
legibly. Submitted Articles must be no longer than 500 words. All Submissions are subject to editing-and-formatting for style and to fit available space. There Is No Guarantee that articles will appear in their entirety and
no guarantee that any images accompanying articles will be used.
Published by

peers as an ethical and intellectual force

to be reckoned with; one who practiced

principled politics in a complex and challenging world.”

v
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A Holiday Season Like No Other
By Shawn Nason, City Councillor, Transcona Ward

2020 has been a challenging year

one. Families will have empty chairs at

Mental health & wellness is a vital

for all residents in Transcona and none

the dinner table that was meant for loved

component of getting through this pan-

send my sincerest condolences to those

chance to encourage residents to stay

and also checking in on our loved ones

more so than for our vulnerable seniors.

On behalf of all residents of Transcona I
who have a lost a loved one due to
COVID-19.

The Holiday Season this year will

look a lot different in more ways than

ones but COVID-19 restrictions will most
likely limit gatherings. I want to take this
connected with their family and friends
virtually

through

your

computer/tablet/smartphone or simply

with a telephone call.

demic together. Ensuring your own personal wellness and mental health is vital

to let them know that they are not alone

goes a long way in providing support and
encouragement.

As we turn the page on 2020 there

is thankfully a light at the end of the tunnel. Health Canada is preparing to ap-

prove the first vaccines in the fight

against COVID-19. We must continue to

do our part by limiting our contacts, only
gathering with our immediate household,

washing our hands, wearing a face

mask, and practicing social distancing.

Many residents reach out to my of-

fice looking for ways to give back to the

community. The Transcona Council for

Seniors is still looking for volunteer drivers to help seniors get to their medical

appointments. If you are interested in

volunteering as a driver, you will be required to submit a criminal background
check and your driver’s abstract to

Colleen

Tackaberry

tcs@mymts.net.

via

email

to

As you gather with your immediate

household for Christmas, Hanukkah, and
132 Regent Ave. West, Winnipeg, MB R2C 1P9

For a free market evaluation of your home call your local experts

Serving the community for over 50 years!

to ring in the New Year during this Holi-

day Season, from my family to yours I

wish you a Healthy and Safe New Year!

As always, I’m proud to represent

Transcona at City Hall, and I hope you

will find my articles informative. I currently have a Facebook Page, Instagram

account, and website (www.shawnna-

son.ca) to regularly inform our commu-

nity on items of importance. Should you

Jeremy Kehler
204-222-0001

Art Kehler
204-222-0149

Gus Miller
Shaylene Unger
204-224-0078 204-293-6865

This is not intended to solicit properties already listed.
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Robert Unger
204-791-5145

want to discuss this or other items of

concern—please contact my office via

telephone (204.986.8087) or email (snason@winnipeg.ca). v
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Touring the Manitoba Legislative Building
By James Teitsma, MLA for Radisson

Every year, students from all over

sult Grade 4 students can often be seen

toba’s Grade 4 social studies curriculum

dents who attend school in my con-

the province come to visit the beautiful

Manitoba Legislative building. Mani-

has an extensive section on the levels

and functions of government so as a re-

in the Legislature on school trips.

Often, I get to personally meet stu-

stituency when they visit. I usually take a

minute to introduce myself and tell them

about my work as an MLA. Then I an-

swer any (yes — ANY) questions they

might have. It’s one of the highlights of

my job and something I really love doing.
Covid-19 has sadly put a pause on

these regular visits, or so I thought. That
was until one enterprising Grade 4

teacher reached out to my office to ask if
I could conduct a virtual tour for them.

We set up a time and settled on Google

Duo as the technology of choice (other

options include Zoom and FaceTime).

Once we ironed out a few technical kinks
we got things started.

I began the tour snuggled cozily in

my MLA office in Room 113 at the end of
the hallway to the left of the front en-

trance. I share the office bank with three
other MLAs and two staff. Then we

cruised down the long hallway, past security and outside down the massive

front steps to get a good view of the exterior of the Legislative building.
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The Legislative “palace” (in French

it’s called the “Palais législatif”) was built

during the First World War and com-

pleted 100 years ago in 1920. Outside,

we saw the newly cleaned front façade,

the Queen Victoria monument, the

sphinxes as well as other sculptures on

the rooftop, and of course the Golden

Boy! We got to see the Nellie McClung

Memorial but didn’t have enough time to

visit the Holocaust Monument, the Manitoba Plaza (with its amazing fountain),

Transcona Garden Club
Continued from page 6

garden centre and look at the plants.

sure looks good too. Choose some of

You will find they will different than those

each. Happy Shopping!

you know they are reliable. On the other

the President at 204-224-2356 or the

you saw in the catalogue.

Which to

choose? Older varieties look good and
hand, that new color of such and such

Regarding any meetings – none are

scheduled. Any questions, please call

writer at 204-222-0236. v

the Louis Riel statue or many other

highlights.

Inside the building, we were immedi-

ately greeted by the two life-sized bison

statues on either side of the Grand Stair-

case. I like to joke that their names are

Manny and Tobin. Together these bison

weigh 5 tonnes and had to be brought in

on huge slabs of ice to prevent damage

to the floor. We had to skip the rotunda
and the Pool of the Black Star since they

are under construction as part of a longterm restoration project. I was able to get

the class (virtually) onto the floor of the

legislative chamber – a real treat – and

showed them where the Speaker, Premier and other MLA’s sit. There are

some impressive statues here as well,
including a large one of Moses holding

the Ten Commandments. Then we

popped by the ornate library at the rear

of the building and finished with a good

look at the 28-pound golden mace near
the Speaker’s office. While we were tour-

ing the building, I also answered ques-

tions from the students about the
building and my job as MLA.

I look forward to being able to re-

ceive visitors at the Legislature in person

again soon. In the meantime, if you know

a Grade 4 teacher, be sure to let them

know I am available to conduct virtual

tours and answer any questions their

class may have. You can make the

arrangements by contacting my office at
office@jamesteitsma.ca or calling 204-

691-7976. v
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Beyond 2020

Transcona Legion Branch # 7

Continued from page 2

this transition with the safety of our patients and staff as the

primary focus.

As we break ground on 2021, we would like to take the op-

portunity to thank all of you who have continued to trust
Transcona Optical with the care of your eyes. In a time of un-

certainty, we take pride in knowing that Transcona and the sur-

rounding communities lean on us to meet your visual concerns

and needs. We truly appreciate you supporting our local business that has proudly served the community for over 50 years.
We look forward to seeing you again in 2021!

Please follow along each month as we revisit some familiar

topics including glaucoma, macular degeneration, diabetes and

cataracts along with some of the newest technology and treat-

Continued from page 10

As an MP I took every opportunity to advocate for improve-

ments in benefits for veterans.

In some ways I feel I share this honour with my home com-

munity, as it was the support of the people of Transcona over

many years that helped make possible the lifelong service I was

honoured for.

Everyone stay safe and follow the public health orders. We

look forward to when we can welcome our Community back into

Branch # 7. New information about our Branch will be posted on
our website at transconalegion.ca v

ment options in the industry.

For more information please visit us at www.transcona

optical.ca or find us on Facebook and Instagram. v
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Business & Professional

D I R E C T O R Y
Effective Treatment
and Rehabilation

KON TIKI DENTAL CENTER
Dr. Terry Wong
Dr. Nancy Auyeung

212C Regent Ave. W. • Mon -

n Sports injuries

n Neck pain n Whiplash
n Low back pain

n Slipped disc n Headaches
n Tennis elbow

n Foot pain - custom orthotics

Thurs: 8:30 am to 5:00 p.m.
Fri:
8:30 am to 4:00 p.m.

n Rotator cuff injury

Dr. Curtis Possia

Comprehensive Family Dental Care
New Patients Welcome!

Phone: 204-222-4238

Massage Therapist:

Jin Park

Ask us how we can help with your loose dentures!

705 Regent Ave. W.
Winnipeg, MB R2C 1S2

PH: (204) 222-1571
FAX: (204) 222-8050

n Tendonitis n Work injuries
n Exercise programs

Treatment covered by:
Medicare, Autopac,
Workers Comp.,
Blue Cross and
Great West Life

Residential & Commercial Installations & Repairs

• Renovations
• New Installations
• Gas Furnaces
• Air Conditioning
• Pumps & Softeners
• Prompt Water Heater Replacements

204-222-0723

Dr. Charles W. Rubin

NOW OFFERING
FULL ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

office@ssplumbing.ca
WINNIPEG, MB

At your service for over 50 years

www.ssplumbing.ca

ADLEMAN & SOLAR
LAW
OFFICE
104 -1601 Regent Ave., W.,

Dr. Ken J. Strong

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
Complete Dental Care for the Entire Family

TEETH WHITENING
DENTAL IMPLANTS
DIRECT BILLING

10-801 REGENT AVENUE, WEST

204-222-8609

Phone
www.t r an sc o n aden t al .co m

TRANSCONA
OVERHEAD DOORS LTD.
118 MELROSE AVENUE WEST
WINNIPEG, MB R2C 1N6

N.E. corner of Regent & Lagimodiere

Real Estate & Mortgages
Wills, Powers of Attorney, Estates
Notary Public

Phone:

204.222.7943

GRANT M. SOLAR
204-224-2222

www.transconaoverheaddoors.ca

Transcona Chiropractic
Wellness Centre
Dr. Harpal S Duggal B.Sc, D.C
1783 Plessis Rd, Unit 7, Wpg, MB, R3W-1N3
Ph: 204-777-9355 Fax: 204-777-9356
Email: drduggal@transconachiropractic.com
Website: www.transconachiropractic.com
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